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(Left) Students in Mrs. Bley’s 4K class roleplay at a train station. Isabelle Delsart is working hard at the cashier window while Jacob Rasmusson, Griffin Lauder and Korbin Kindt wait patiently to buy their train tickets. (Right, L-R) Logan Ostrand, 
Alanna Kezo, and Ophelia Lehmkuhl of Mrs. Albertson’s 4k class work on a Valentine’s Day experiment by making predictions about how candy hearts would react when placed in different types of liquids. 

Notes from 
the District 
Administrator 

We are currently in the third quarter 
of the school year. The school has many 
activities happening beyond the day-to-
day academic classes. The winter sports 
season is winding down, and spring 
sports are about to begin. Our high 
school girls’ basketball team has had a 
very successful campaign. 

Additionally, we have our middle and 
high school math teams, forensics and 
robotics club, which have been engaged 
in their practices and competitions. At 
Sevastopol, we try to have a variety of 
extracurricular activities for our students 
to be involved in. Many of our students 
take advantage and participate in mul-
tiple activities. These opportunities 
improve the lives of our students and 
enhance their overall educational expe-
rience.

In February, we formally thanked our 
bus drivers during Bus Driver Appreci-
ation Week.  Recently, we have had a 
few incidents of vehicles not stopping 
at our bus stops. This is despite the red 
flashing lights with the stop arm extend-
ed out. Not only is this illegal, but it is 
extremely dangerous for our students. 
We know people are in a hurry, but we 
need everyone to take a little more time 
for the safety of our children. If you ever 
witness something dangerous involv-
ing the transportation of our students, 
please call the school (920) 743-6282 
and inform us.

Yours in education,

Kyle Luedtke, Superintendent

Students across the school district have 
been taking part in lessons from a curriculum 
called Character Strong. The goal of Charac-
ter Strong is to get kids to think about good 
citizenship and how they can be a positive 
participant in school and with their peers.  

The curriculum has a main theme each 
month and mini lessons that tie in with that 
theme. Like any subject that is taught across 
all grade levels, there are lessons that are de-
signed for specific ages. Regardless of level, 
a typical lesson begins with the main theme 
for the month: January was perseverance, 
February was honesty, and March is coopera-
tion. Within the lesson, there is a video about 
the topic. Teachers also have students pick a 
game to play that gets them to think more 
about the specific topic – the game usually 
has a question (or multiple questions) on the 
topic that opens up a chance for discussion 

with peers and the teacher. There are also 
many collaborative activities that encourage 
students to work together with a focus on the 
theme of the month.

We are in the first year of implementing 
this curriculum, and there have been many 
positive comments from staff and students. 
The ultimate goal is to give all students a 
common vocabulary, one that can be built 
upon as both the school year progresses, and 
students advance in their academic career. 
You can learn more by going to the curricu-
lum website at https://characterstrong.com/.

Congratulations to the Sevastopol Math Team 
on another outstanding season!  The team compet-
ed on Feb. 6 in the final meet hosted at Southern 
Door.  The varsity team finished in third place for 
the evening and second place overall in the final 
conference standings. The JV team finished in third 
place for the meet as well as for the final conference 
standings. All mathletes earned points at the meet 
with Ezra Linnan earning first place among juniors 
and Logan Filar earning fourth place among soph-
omores.  

Medal winners for Sevastopol throughout the sea-
son include Ezra Linnan, Inho Lee, Merrick Mann, 
Logan Filar, Eve Andreae, Aaron Tomasewski and 
Reid Kacmarynski.  Well done to all the mathletes 
on a great season!

Social and Emotional Learning Benefits All Students
BY AARON HILTS, ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL,  AND TROY SCHAEFER, MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

“Mathletes” Finish Outstanding Season
BY KYLE SCHLEIS, HIGH SCHOOL MATH TEACHER AND MATH TEAM COACH

Save the Date: National Honor Society 
Pancake Supper Set for March 30

The Sevastopol Chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS 
will host the second annual NHS Pancake Supper Fundraiser on 
March 30 from 4:30-7:30 p.m. in the high school cafeteria. NHS 
students will prepare and serve pancakes, sausages, bacon and ap-
plesauce to community members. The Sevastopol art department 
will be hosting the Fine Arts Celebration that evening from 5:30 
to 7:30, which will include jazz band and choir performances as 
well as a showcase of other students' artwork.  Suggested donations 
for the pancake supper is $5 per person with all donations used for 
senior scholarships.  

Contestants from grades 3-5 represented their 
homerooms after placing first or second in their 
respective classroom spelling bee. Front Row 
(left-right): Noah Heinz, Winnie Pounds, Colt 
Johnson, Stella Goettelman, Brennan Staats, 
Charlotte Grenfell. Back Row: Ella Grooters, 
Natalie Wilke, Layla Rankin, Madi Jarosh, Grif-
fin Hartel, Maggie Thomas

Top 3 photo - Maggie Thomas of fifth grade 
won the school-wide spelling bee for the sec-
ond consecutive year. Thomas competed at the 
regional spelling bee in Green Bay on Feb. 15. 
Fifth-grader Ella Grooters finished in second 
place, and third-grader Layla Rankin finished in 
third place.

Eleven Students Earn 
National Robotics 
Certification

All students in the Intro to Robotics class taught by 
Mr. Phillips earned a national robotics certification from 
SACA (Smart Automation Certification Alliance) this 
school year. The group learned on the FANUC Certifi-
cation Cart (shown) which is typical of actual industrial 
robots in use around the world.  Students had to pass an 
exam to qualify. (L-R) Back Row: Taylor Rincones, Ethan 
Jilot, Noah Johnson, Sean Eicher, William Lautenbach, 
and Alexander Genske. Front Row: Benjamin Martin, 
Myles Hayes, Caleb Johnson, Nathan Sansom, and Jairus 
Dadam. 

Incoming 4k and 5k Notice If you are planning to enroll your child in 4K or K5 at Sevastopol in the fall, please contact Melissa 
Olson in the elementary office at 920-743-6282 or you can fill out the form online at this link: https://tinyurl.com/4KK5signup.  She 
will take your contact information to be sure you are on our mailing list for registration materials.  This is not necessary for students 
already attending Sevastopol this school year or for anyone who completed the family survey in February’s Elementary SLATE.
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Four years ago, a group of dedicated in-
dividuals officially organized themselves to 
form the 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable or-
ganization known as the Mighty Pioneers 
and began meeting monthly. Their mission 
was, and continues to be, to provide fitness 
and athletic opportunities for youth within 
the Sevastopol School District community. 
Through this organization, participants are 
able to build a more solid foundation for 
high school athletic programs. The tireless 
work of these volunteers to organize and pro-
mote youth sports provide opportunities for 
athletes of all levels and backgrounds to grow 
and develop their athletic interests, connect 
high school athletes to our elementary begin-
ners and expand in just four years has quick-
ly made the Mighty Pioneers a recognizable 
name in our community. 

The Mighty Pioneers’ primary focus start-
ed as a way to organize youth sports for 
grades 4K-6, and it all started with football 
and basketball. Today, the Mighty Pioneers 
organizes teams and events for football (4-6), 
boys’ and girls’ basketball (4-6), coed soccer 
(5-8), softball (4K-12), and baseball (4K-
12). Sevastopol’s youngest athletes partici-
pate in Rootie Toots as 4-year olds, learning 
to hit and catch baseballs and softballs. Tour-
nament teams for players looking for more 
competition and experience, as well as skill 
clinics and open gyms are provided for ath-
letes throughout the year with the dedicated 
coaches at Sevastopol and partnerships with 
outside coaches from programs like Velocity 
in Green Bay. Camps put on by high school 
athletes in basketball and volleyball create 
connections and excitement for Sevastopol 
varsity sports within our youngest athletes 
and their families. Evidence of growth within 
the Mighty Pioneer programming starts with 
invested parents, community members and 
Sevastopol staff with a vision and commit-
ment to youth growing in whatever sport(s) 
they have a passion for. The Mighty Pioneers 
will work with these individuals to get a pro-
gram off and running. 

If anyone has an interest in starting a new 
team or event to build skills in a sport or area 
of fitness, please let one of the board mem-
bers know or email our program with ideas 
and how we can help make it happen with 

you. For example, our first hitting clinic 
and softball pitching clinics registered and 
scheduled over 70 youth athletes this winter.  
Evidence of the difference that a few pas-
sionate adults can make when they organize 
can be seen in our high school sports today. 
The success Sevastopol’s girls’ basketball pro-
gram is having this season started with just 
that. Dedicated parents brought interested 
elementary girls basketball players together 
and worked to give them opportunities to 
develop that passion into the team that is on 
top of their conference today with individ-
uals reaching achievement goals like Bailey 
Rikkola’s 1000th point and Libby Ash sitting 
on the leaderboard for the state’s Division 5 
3-point challenge. 

None of the opportunities the Mighty 
Pioneers have organized would be possible 
without the financial support from sponsors 
and participation in fundraising events. The 
Mighty Pioneers organization advocates for 
their athletes to be involved as much as pos-
sible in fundraising efforts with participation 
in Culver’s Nights, water stations at various 
running/biking events, and cutting down 
sunflowers for a local farmer. They are always 
open for suggestions for additional opportu-
nities for students to raise money. The orga-
nization is currently running a sponsorship 
drive and has sent out sponsorship letters to 
various local businesses. Please contact them 
via email if you would like a sponsorship let-
ter sent to you this year.  

Another annual fundraiser the board of di-
rectors organizes is a 32 team cornhole event 
at the Institute Saloon. This year, the event 
will take place April 15th. A flyer will soon be 
pushed out via their Facebook page and post-
ed in local establishments. Interested teams 
can always be emailed a flyer as well. Any-
one who would like to donate raffle items or 
make a financial contribution to this event 
can also contact a board member or email. 

The Mighty Pioneers would like to send a 
huge thank you to all of the dedicated and 
influential refs/umps, volunteer team and 
tournament coaches and game volunteers 
who provide their time and talents for the 
next generation of Pioneers. These people are 
a large part of teaching our young athletes to 
love the game, how to play with dignity and 

heart, build sportsmanship and are role mod-
els to our athletes of all ages. Greatness starts 
with one idea: building a team of people will-
ing to invest and support from the greater 
community. This is what makes the Mighty 
Pioneers a special organization! They make 
a difference in Sevastopol by investing in its 
youths character development and building 
a strong foundation for future athletic pro-
grams.

Looking to be part of something special? 
The Mighty Pioneers board meets monthly 
and are always looking for volunteers to help 
programs run smoothly. Many of the current 
board members have been invested from the 
start, and people are needed to carry on this 
tradition.  Other volunteer positions include 
coaching, summer concessions, scoreboards, 
score books, admissions and fundraising 
helpers.  If you are interested in learning 
more about the Mighty Pioneers, how you 
can get involved, or for information about 
games and schedules, please email them at 
mightypioneers@sevastopolschool.com or 
visit their Facebook page.
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The Sevastopol English department values live theater 
as a way to enrich student learning.  Over the years, the 
department has budgeted in opportunities for students 
to attend performances at many local professional the-
aters like Peninsula Players, Northern Sky Theater, Third 
Avenue Play Works, and Door Shakespeare, which have 
always graciously given us student discounts.

This year the Appleton Performing Art Center will 
present two Broadway shows that are quintessential 
touchstones in Sevastopol’s literary curriculum: To Kill 
a Mockingbird by Harper Lee and Lin-Manuel Miran-
da’s Hamilton, which is built around seminal documents 
written during the founding of our nation.

In order to make these shows possible for our students, 
the English department set about writing grants in Sep-
tember in an attempt to take all 9-12 students to one 
of the two shows.  Raibrook, Door County Commu-
nity Foundation, and the Sevastopol Music, Arts, and 
Theater Guild awarded Sevastopol the grants needed to 

make the experiences happen.

Sevastopol freshmen and sophomore students were 
ready to attend To Kill a Mockingbird on February 22; 
however, Mother Nature had other plans for Northeast-
ern Wisconsin. Snowstorm Delilah came in with a ven-
geance dumping over a foot of blowing snow in Door 
County and surrounding counties.  We were forced to 
cancel the trip to the PAC.  Fortunately, the storm was 
so bad that the PAC cancelled the performance, so Sev-
astopol was refunded the money.

Sevastopol juniors and seniors will attend Hamilton 
on May 10th.  We are working with the PAC seeking 
ways to use these funds to include our freshmen and 
sophomores in the Hamilton trip. The sophomores are 
interested in doing a fundraiser to make up the differ-
ence in ticket costs.  If, as a community member, you 
would like to support helping make up the difference in 
ticket cost, please contact Heather Spetz at (920) 743-
6282 ext. 1172.

Martin Liu was born and raised in China eating 
dumplings and steamed buns for the holidays and 
special celebrations.  The son of wheat farmers, he 
learned to cook bread, noodles and dumplings from 
his parents and grandparents using the feel of the 
dough instead of a recipe.

His interest in preparing and sharing authentic 
Chinese cuisine has been a lifelong passion that he 
was happy to share with Sevastopol Community 
Program participants.  He and his wife Rebekah 
Liu, a secondary math teacher at school, immedi-
ately became involved in the Sevastopol communi-
ty.

The couple, with the help of their children as 
greeters, welcomed district residents into school for 
two different cooking sessions.  Making Jiaozi (Chi-
nese dumplings) was a class held in January and cel-
ebrated the Chinese New Year, while Making Bao 
(Chinese steamed buns) was offered in February.

“Both classes were full with a waiting list,” said 
Community Program Coordinator Melissa Marg-
graf. “The experience provided something new and 
different while sharing hands-on techniques from a 
talented instructor.”

Martin has created a variety of YouTube videos 
as well as assembled fun facts and techniques for 
Chinese cooking methods that he shares online at 
The Liu View - YouTube. He’s planning to expand 
his scope to also sell his wares at farmers markets 
this summer. 

Another new community program offered for 
the first time this year was Beginning Welding.  The 
class was taught by industrial arts teacher Brian 
Pahl and Matt Goll. Participants spent a half-day 
at Sevastopol’s metal lab where they learned about 
metal inert gas (MIG) welding and oxy-acetylene 
torch heating to create a garden shepherd's hook 
from steel.

“It was so nice to welcome community members 
into the school to see our new spaces and to use 
some of our equipment,” Marggraf said.  “These are 
the very same items our students use for learning, 
and sharing these life skills is very rewarding for our 
school district.”

This year, 15 different classes were offered from 
January- March. Long-time favorites including 
quilting, jewelry making, hand-built forms (ceram-
ics) and yoga were once again instructed by current 
and prior Sevastopol staff. Other new programs, 
including the following, are made possible by our 
community partners.  There is still time to regis-
ter for these March programs. Simply contact the 
school at 920-743-6282 Ext. 1132 if you wish to 
attend one of the following presentations:

Keeping Kids Safe:  20 Mobile Apps Parents 
Should Know

Monday, March 6, 2023 from 6:00 – 7:30 
pm.--Presented by Chad K. Mielke, Digital Foren-
sic Investigator.

Financial Wellness—401K, 403B, Roth or Tra-
ditional IRA?  What Vehicle is Best for Investing?

Monday, March 13, 2023 from 6:00 – 7:00 
p.m.--Presented by Danny Hanson, CFP Financial 
Advisor RBC Wealth Management.

 

Miller Art Museum March Presentations

Conversation Around the Easel: R. Charlie Ly-
ons

Thursday, March 9, 2023 from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.-
- Presented by Helen del Guidice, curator at the 
Miller Art Museum and a local artist.

The Studio Door

Thursday, March 16, 2023 from 5:00 – 6:30 
p.m.--Presented by Helen del Guidice, curator at 
the Miller Art Museum and a local artist.

(Left) Martin Liu Cooking - Making Jiaozi (Chinese dumplings). | (Right) Beginning Welding 

The high school student council accepts a donation from the Door County Community Foundation.

Name: Larry DeMeuse

Position: Maintenance Staff

Larry DeMeuse worked at Sevastopol 
for several years. He and his children 
are all graduates of Sevastopol High 
School. Larry is also a bus driver for our 
students, and he will continue to put a 
smile on students' faces for many years 
to come.

Over the years, Larry made sure to 
stop and say hello to staff while he worked with the maintenance 
staff every morning. Larry is recognized as the morning Mr. Fix-It. 
He always embraced his job and loved to help wherever needed.

Larry is a wonderful part of the Sevastopol community, and we 
hope he enjoys his retirement on his farm. 

Thank you, Larry, for your positive outlook and hardwork;  it 
will be forever appreciated.

Name: Dennis (Ted) Peterson

Position: Maintenance Staff

Dennis (Ted) Peterson retired from 
the maintenance staff after 12 years of 
service. He is a graduate of Sevastopol, 
and a big part of our community.

Over the years, Ted was a key part to 
our night crew. He was always willing 
to help and make sure our building was 
cleaned for our students. You could al-

ways enjoy Ted’s little chuckle and comments. Anytime you asked 
Ted to do something, he’d respond, “Sure, I can do that,” and 
within minutes he was back with tools in his hands. He was a man 
who never hesitated to help.

Thank you Ted for being such an important part of our Sevas-
topol community. Your knowledge and helpfulness will forever be 
appreciated.

Name: Lucas Pierre

Position: Building Maintenance/
Bus Mechanic

Experience: I worked for Kobussen 
Buses for the past eight years. I started 
out as a diesel mechanic, and then took 
over as terminal manager two years ago.

I graduated high school in 2008 and 
attended NWTC for Diesel and Heavy 
Equipment. I am engaged to my fian-

ce, Katie. We are getting married this October. We do not have 
any kids. In my free time, I enjoy fixing cars, snowmobiling, and 
going to the gun range. I love sports and will talk about sports 
anytime.  

I look forward to getting to know the staff, and gaining more 
experience and knowledge.

Name: Elizabeth Fahey

Position: Life Skills/ID Special Edu-
cation Teacher

For the past 10 years, I have worked 
in education in a variety of settings with 
students of all ages who are hearing im-
paired. I started out my teaching jour-
ney as a sign language interpreter and 
signing aide. In 2019, I joined the Sev-
astopol community and worked in the 

special education department as a middle school aide. This year, 
I am excited as I embrace my new position as a life skills teacher 
with the Sevastopol School District. 

I graduated from Northeastern University in Boston, Massa-
chusetts, with a dual degree in American Sign Language (ASL) 
and human service. I have certificates in sign language interpret-
ing, and I am a certified yoga instructor. 

My husband and I moved from the Chicago area to Sister Bay 
in 2019. We have a 10- month old son, Finn, and are loving life 
with him to the fullest!  I enjoy hiking the Door County Land 
Trust trails with my dog, Menard, getting to know the Door 
County community, and raising chickens. 

Name: Stephanie Baumann

Position: Special Education Aide 

I’m excited to be part of the Sevasto-
pol staff, and I look forward to getting 
to know everyone. 

Many years ago, I worked as a pre-
school teacher and last winter began 
working at Sevastopol as a substitute 
aide in the life skills room. Recently, I 
accepted a more permanent role in the 

life skills classroom. In the summer, I work at Door County Trol-
ley in Egg Harbor. 

I graduated from NWTC in 2003 with an associate degree in 
early childhood education. I worked as a nanny for several fami-
lies before having my own children. Family is everything to me, 
and I love spending time with my two teenagers. I grew up on 
Washington Island, and I love being close to the lake. In my free 
time, I enjoy long walks, reading, swimming and watching Hall-
mark movies. 

On Saturday, Jan. 21, four Sevastopol band 
students attended the Bay Area Music Associ-
ation Honors Band. Along with students from 
our area conference schools, the four students 
rehearsed from 8:30 in the morning until 3 p.m. 
with Mr. Chris Gleason before hosting a free 
concert for the public at 4 p.m. It is a one day/
one rehearsal event that takes place every year. 

(L-R), Kylee Duessler (trumpet), Kapri Gill 
(bass clarinet), Caleb Johnson (percussion) and 
Ezra Linnan (percussion).

Name: Dennis Ploor

Position: Building Maintenance

Experience: Printing industry for 
over 43 years

I graduated from Sevastopol High 
in 1984. I have been at Sevastopol as a 
coach of high school track and field and 
cross country for the last 24 years. Now, 
I’m employed full-time and really enjoy 
seeing the kids that I coach every day. 

My wife, Ann, is a first-grade teacher here. We have been together 
for 40 years and have two children, Demitra and Mya. Both grad-
uated from Sevastopol High.  

I enjoy working with my co-workers and all of the staff at Sev-
astopol. I really do enjoy seeing all the kids at different ages and 
talking with them.

Sevastopol Students Will 
Experience Broadway Theater
BY HEATHER SPETZ, HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH TEACHER

New Staff

Retirements

Community Programs Appeal 
to Many Interests
BY SUSAN ANSCHUTZ, PUPIL SERVICES ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

The Door County Machining Program is a 
new and unique opportunity for high school stu-
dents interested in a career in trades and technol-
ogy.  Through this program, high school students 
can earn free college credit while learning valuable 
skills geared towards a career in Computer Numer-
ical Control (CNC). Students learn skills such as 
blueprint reading, machine tool fundamentals and 
CNC programing. Critical thinking, troubleshoot-
ing, communication and teamwork are vital aspects 
of the course as well. The program is hosted at Sev-
astopol.  However, it is open to upcoming juniors 
and seniors in high school from Sevastopol, South-

ern Door, Gibraltar and Sturgeon Bay. 

CNC machining is currently one of the fastest 
growing industries in Door Country. This program 
was made possible through a partnership between 
the Door County high schools, NWTC, and sev-
eral local businesses who sponsor the tuition of 
the program. The program runs the entire course 
of the school year, and upon completion, students 
will earn 16 college credits towards the CNC ma-
chining program offered at NWTC in Green Bay. 
Shop tours of the business sponsors are also includ-
ed throughout the year to give students real work 
ideas and experiences.

Door County Machining Program 
Held at Sevastopol
BY BRIAN PAHL, TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION TEACHER

Youth Sports Program Promotes Athletic Opportunities
Mighty Pioneers created to build sports program from the ground up
BY KATIE GROOTERS, SECOND GRADE TEACHER/MIGHTY PIONEERS BOARD MEMBER

Current Board Members:
President: Tom Ash (4 years)

Vice President: Bryan Kuehn (4 years)

Secretary: Beth Rikkola (4 years)

Treasurer: Rachel Schartner (4 years)

Concessions Director: Jeff Isaksen (4 
years)

Communications Director: Katie 
Grooters (3 years)

Volunteer Director: Allison Neumann 
(2 year)

Members at Large: Mike Asher (4 
years), Brooke Bittorf (3 years), Steph-
anie Ayer (1 year), one open position

*** A huge thank you to those that 
have served on the past board: 

Brooke Tanck (3 years), Jenn Kac-
marynski (3 years), Jen Wiesner (2 
years), Kurt Stueber (1 year), Lisa Bi-
eri (1 year)

Pioneer Musicians Attend Bay 
Area Music Associations Band
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Sevastopol student-athletes have been 
racking up some personal, team and histor-
ical achievements this winter.  On Feb. 7, 
the high school girl’s basketball team reached 
their nineteenth win of the season becoming 
the winningest basketball team in school his-
tory. The team has spent most of the ’22-’23 
season climbing the Division 5 state rankings 
and finished the regular season ranked num-
ber three in Division 5 along with spending 
every week of the season atop the Packerland 
Conference to take home conference cham-
pionship with a 16-0 conference record and 
23-1 overall regular season record. They are 
the third girls’ team to ever win the confer-
ence in school history. Additionally, after a 
38-year drought, the Lady Pioneers brought 
home a regional championship with a 56-19 
victory over Lena.

Bailey Rikkola became the sixth Pioneer 
basketball player to reach the 1,000-career 
scoring mark. She becomes the fifth female 
to accomplish this and currently sits at num-
ber two in school history for most points 
scored in a career (1,291) - only 32 points 
behind Michelle Bushmann heading into the 
sectional semi-final. Junior teammate Libby 
Ash has been hot from the three-point line all 
year. Ash has made 49 of 108 three-point at-
tempts, shooting 45.4%. She ended the reg-

ular season ranked number two in Division 
5 and eighth in the state in all five divisions. 
The top two participants in each division will 
compete in the final 3-Point Challenge at the 
WIAA State Tournament.

The boys basketball team has played their 
non-conference opponents hard with solid 
victories over Wausaukee 58-51 and Stock-
bridge 56-49 this season. On the mat, the 
Sturgeon Bay/Sevastopol wrestling team fin-
ished fourth in conference. The boys Door 
County United swim team placed fourth in 
the conference. Only 18 points separated the 
top for teams - the equivalent to one relay 
race victory. Pioneer swimmers Logan Filar, 
Ezra Linnan, and George Atwell continue to 
score high marks and reach personal bests. At 
the conference meet on Feb. 4, Filar was part 
of the 200-medley relay that got first place 
with a season best time of 1:46:00. Filar also 
took fourth in the 100-fly with a time of 
1:00-25-another season best! Linnan added 
a season best in the 100-free with a time of 
55.94 while Atwell added his season best by 
10 seconds in the 500-free with a huge time 
of 5:58:45.

Ben Roman finished the regular season 
with a 41-15 record at the 285 pound weight 
class. After qualifying for State as a junior but 

not placing, Ben wrestled his way to State 
again this winter and finished in fifth place 
going 3-2 on the weekend and winning his 
last match by a score of 3-1 in overtime over 
Logan See from Chilton/Hilbert. The final 
state victory was extra special since See had 
beaten Ben in both regionals and sectional 
matches each by one point.

Round 1- Beat Owen Kooima from Wau-
pun by near fall (3:30)

Round 2- Lost to Gunner Hoffmann from 
Neillsville/Greenw./Loyal by near fall (2:41)

Round 3- Beat Jae Shaun Thomas from 
Catholic Memorial by 3-0 decision

Round 4-Lost to Hunter Vander Heiden 
from Freedom by near fall (1:52)

Round 5-Beat Logan See from Chilton/
Hilbert 3-1 in overtime

The Sevastopol Theater Department is 
bringing Cinderella by Rodgers and Ham-
merstein to the stage on March 10 and 11 at 
7 p.m. and March 12 at 2 p.m.

We all know the story of a young wom-
an forced into a life of servitude who dreams 
of a better life. But this updated version of 
the classic tale introduces new characters 
and themes, adding humor, deepening the 
message, and increasing the relevance of the 
musical for modern audiences. Based on the 
original Rodgers and Hammerstein score, the 
musical includes some of the most beautiful 
songs ever written. From the first known sto-
ry in ancient Greece to now, the tale embrac-
es thousands of years of storytelling.

Musical director Amy Ensign, who has 
been directing shows at Sevastopol for 15 
years, says that viewers can expect nothing 
short of fun while watching the show.

"I like it when Cinderella makes it down 
the stairs with both glass slippers on," Ensign 
said. "She then chooses to go back and leave 

one behind. I love self-rescuing princesses!"

It takes a village to put on a musical. 
Thanks to the help of multiple community 
members, Sevastopol can bring Cinderella to 
the stage. Unlike previous years, the pit band 
is not just made up of students who are in 
band.

"Quite a few musicians in the pit band 
are members of the community," Ensign ex-
plained. "Our student musicians are getting 
to play next to musicians with a lot of profes-
sional experience."

Directed by Mark Fischer, the pit band 
comprises multiple dedicated community 
members and students including Ezra Lin-
nan, Kapri Gill, Kylee Duessler and Isabella 
Wadkins.

The cast comprises eight high school stu-
dents, nine middle school students, and 
thirteen elementary students. It includes Bea 
Dramm, Merrick Mann, Jackson Toivonen, 
Lucas Apsey, Ophelia Linnan, Ben Martin, 

Abbigail Hayes, Noelle Patza, Cathleen Da-
vis, Caroline Luedtke, Braelyn Staats, Ryder 
Ortmayer, Kayla Stout, Zoey Copiskey, Au-
tumn Sargent, Maura Marggraf, Sydney Pe-
terson, Rachel Rock, Josie Serrahn, Vivienne 
Tanck, Shaylyn Asher, Grace Brandenburg, 
Brennan Staats, Luke Georgenson, Madi Ja-
rosh, Colt Johnson, Jaya Lama, Preston Sur-
fus, Addison Sanders and Ana Thyssen.

The musical is dedicated to Jim Rericha, 
a long-time art teacher and theater director 
at Sevastopol. When Rericha passed away in 
September of 2022, family and friends made 
memorials to the art and theater departments 
in his honor.

It is only fitting that two of Rericha's for-
mer students, Ann Barnard Birnschien and 
Betsey Madden Mueller stepped up to help 
with vocal directing. Both were involved in 
theater when they were at Sevastopol.

"To quote a line from the opening number, 
it's 'bizarre and improbable...like a page from 
a fairytale book' to have this opportunity to 

give back to the community that shaped me 
and nurtured my creative soul," Birnschien 
said. "It's even more full-circle with having 
Mrs. Pfister in the pit on piano as she was my 
music teacher at Sevastopol!"

Another Sevastopol alumnae is part of 
the crew. English teacher Mindi Vanderhoof 
helps with assistant directing. Though she 
was never involved in theater in school, she 
remembers Rericha's influence on theater at 
Sevastopol.

“As a kid, I have vivid memories of watch-
ing what I thought were huge productions 
on the Sevastopol stage like South Pacific and 
West Side Story," Vanderhoof  said. "The sets 
were larger than life, and I was in awe. Mr. 
Rericha was very much responsible for those 
moments of awe. I feel so honored to be able 
to help keep theater alive at Sevastopol.”

No tickets are required to see the show. 
Free-will donations are accepted at the door, 
and concessions will be available to purchase 
to help support the theater program.

Destination Imagination (DI) is back after 
their successful 2021-2022 season that pro-
duced two global championship teams. The 
current three teams competed at sectionals in 
Shawano on Saturday, Feb. 25. The middle 
and high school engineering team, The Ul-
timate Miners, comprised of Liam Schultz, 

Finn Mathews, Ben Martin, Zoey Copiskey, 
and Marcus Mann coached by Nick Schul-
tz and Jenny Hobart took first place in their 
challenge and first place in instant challenge. 
The elementary fine arts team comprised of 
Madi Jarosh, Jaya Lama, Willa Raynier, Grace 
Brandenburg, Preston Surfus, Alexandra Cza-

gas, and Henry Mathews coached by Kim 
Lama and Susan Czagas took fourth place. 
The elementary scientific team comprised 
of Maggie Thomas, Mayra Stenzel, Shane 
Leist, Ryder Ortmayer, Will Ortmayer, Jack-
son Toivonen, and Silas Martin coached by 
Shelley Stenzel and Mindi Vanderhoof took 

first place in their challenge and first in in-
stant challenge. The Sevastopol DI program 
is coordinated by Jerry Borkovetz and Annie 
Rabach.  All three teams will move on to the 
state competition at UWGB on April 1.

(From left) The Lady Pioneers captured a 
2023 Regional Championship with their 
56-19 win over Lena on Feb. 25. This team 
continues to make history by ending the 
38-year regional championship drought 
to become only the second regional 
championship team in program history. 
Sevastopol plays Wabeno/Laona in the 
sectional semi-final on Mar. 2.
#10 Bailey Rikkola
The Door County United swim team
(Circle) Bailey Rikkola embraces her 
parents, Ben and Beth Rikkola, after 
surpassing 1,000 career points on Dec. 13 
vs Sturgeon Bay.
Ben Roman returned to the WIAA State 
Wrestling Meet for the second year in a 
row and medaled with a fifth place finish 
to finish his high school career.
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